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RANK, NAME AND CLASS YEAR:
Capt. Melaine Valentin, Class of 2016

MY COOL JOB:
I’m currently a student in the 314th 
Fighter Squadron at Holloman Air 
Force Base learning to fly the F-16.

MY CURRENT ROLE:
My job consists of studying all day, 
every day, between flights and sim-
ulator events. I’m learning all the 
different roles that the F-16 fills, and 
how to fly all those different mis-
sion sets from tactical intercepts to 
surface attack.

WHAT MAKES MY JOB SO COOL?
I never really grew up wanting to 
be a pilot. I kind of found that at the 
Academy itself. After Undergradu-
ate Pilot Training, I was a first as-
signment instructor pilot at Laugh-
lin Air Force Base for about three 
and a half years. Then I got chosen 
to fly the F-16, which I’m immense-
ly grateful for. It has since been a 
dream come true.

HOW IS MY ROLE IMPACTING THE 
AIR FORCE OR THE NATION?
I'm learning to be a combat avia-
tor, which the Air Force desperately 
needs. We have an awesome cadre 
of instructors here who work with 
us every day to teach us how to be 
F-16 pilots. The base itself produces 
25% of the Air Force's fighter pilots, 

which is a huge number. This year, 
Holloman will graduate about 100 
combat-ready Air Force pilots in the 
F-16. Every day, the base works to-
ward that goal.

WHAT ELSE HAVE I BEEN UP TO?
I’m generally always doing some-
thing artistic. Art has been a pillar in 
my life ever since I could hold a pen-
cil, according to my mom. And I’ve 
continued to pursue art … it's some-
thing that I do to decompress when 
I come home from work. Now I make 
patches for my squadron and I make 
swag — T-shirts, sweatshirts, stickers, 
hats, that sort of thing. I have kind of 
found my niche in that regard. Peo-
ple usually say that an artistic person 
doesn’t seem to fit the mold of be-
ing a pilot, but I would say that there 
really isn’t an exact mold for being a 
pilot. Pilots are all so different.

In preparation for the Air Education 
Training Command’s 2019 women’s 
fly-in event, I created the “Fly Like 
a Girl” patch. I thought it would be 
really cool to have a woman’s face 
in her mask and to use that phrase 
“fly like a girl.” “You throw like a girl” 
has always had a negative connota-
tion to it, so I took that phrase and 
repurposed it. I wanted to take that 
phrase back because flying like a 
girl isn’t a bad thing. I was honestly 
overwhelmed by the outpouring of 
support from people who loved the 
patch. It was awesome. Right now 

we have four versions of the patch 
in an effort to reflect and encompass 
the diversity of women in aviation.

WHY IS THIS SUCH A PASSION 
FOR YOU?
Diversity is so important. A more di-
verse force is a more lethal force, and 
we're in the business of being lethal. 
You can’t dream to be something 
that you don’t know exists, so put-
ting a tangible picture into a young 
girl’s hand is an incredibly powerful 
thing. My message for girls is not to 
let someone else tell you that you 
can’t do something. You can decide 
what you want to be and how you 
want to be it.

OTHER CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
I got to do a lot of really cool things 
when I was a first assignment instruc-
tor pilot at Laughlin, to include a stat-
ic display at the Miramar Air Show, 
flying in the Nellis Air Show, and con-
ducting a flyover for the Texas vs. 
West Virginia college football game. 
But one thing I’m quite proud of was 
designing the official paint scheme 
for the T-7A, the Air Force’s new jet 
trainer!  

USAFA grads are doing some amazing things in and outside the Air Force/Space Force. We want to 
showcase the cool jobs they are doing with our featured hashtag, #CoolAFSFJob.
Grads can submit their #CoolAFJob on Instagram by tagging @USAFAGrads, using #CoolAFSFJob or 
sending us a direct message. Your #CoolAFSFJob could be featured on our AOG Instagram, in Checkpoints 
magazine or in one of our e-newsletters.

MY jobcool af/sf

ACROSS: Capt. Melaine Valentin 
is shown wearing the patch she 
designed. Photo: Laughlin Air Force 
Base on Facebook

G R A D  P R O F I L E S
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"My message for girls is not to 

let someone else tell you that 

you can’t do something. You can 

decide what you want to be and 

how you want to be it."
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